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COMMENT (EPA)

The Work Plan proposes use of pre-filters to minimize the potential for 
radiological contamination of sampling media, but does not discuss 
whether the filters will impact the sample results. Please revise the Work 
Plan to delete the pre-filters or demonstrate that the media in the pre-Plan to delete the pre filters or demonstrate that the media in the pre
filters will not impact the analytical results and that filtering is actually 
necessary. 

RESPONSERESPONSE

The use of pre-filters will be performed only during soil gas sample 
purging to verify the sample itself and container internals will not 
become radioactively contaminated during sample collection. Filters willbecome radioactively contaminated during sample collection.  Filters will 
be scanned via handheld radiological detection equipment following 
purging to verify no airborne radiological particulate is entrained in the 
soil gas.  The filters will be removed prior to collection of the soil gas 
samplessamples. 
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COMMENT (EPA)

A purge volume test (e.g., sampling after 1, 2, 3, 5, 7 sampling train 
volumes, etc.) could be conducted to determine when the maximum 
concentration of VOCs is present.  Please revise the Work Plan to 
propose a method for determining the optimum time for sampling VOCspropose a method for determining the optimum time for sampling VOCs.

RESPONSE

Before soil gas samples are collected, a purge volume test will be 
d t d t d t i th l f th b b dconducted to determine the proper purge volume for the probes, based 

on the Cal/EPA-DTSC advisory for soil gas investigations.  One probe will 
be sampled following the removal of one, three, and ten purge volumes. 
The purge volume with the highest concentrations of VOCs will beThe purge volume with the highest concentrations of VOCs will be 
applied to all soil gas probe sampling locations. If VOCs are not detected 
in any of the purge volumes, one purge volume will be extracted from 
each probe prior to soil gas sampling, per the Cal/EPA-DTSC guidance 
for permanent soil gas probes that have a two week equilibration periodfor permanent soil gas probes that have a two-week equilibration period.  
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COMMENT (EPA)

The SAP states that laboratory sampling locations will be based on 
several items, including “Prioritization of lab confirmation requirements 
for each area of concern,” but no further discussion of laboratory 
confirmation requirements has been provided in the SAP and it is unclearconfirmation requirements has been provided in the SAP and it is unclear 
what these requirements are. 

RESPONSE

Th l b t li l ti ill b l t d b d th f ll iThe laboratory sampling locations will be selected based on the following 
criteria:

– Results of the initial LFG and PID field survey at each GMP location 
(e.g. highest detections).

– Prioritization of Remedial Design contractor (ERRG) need for lab 
confirmation requirements in each area of concern.
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RESPONSE (continued)

– Proximity to the estimated extent of landfill influence on soil gas 
concentrations.

– Proximity to the HPS western boundary fence and the Parcel E-2 
boundary lineboundary line.

– Presence of putrescible debris in borehole during probe installation.
– At least 25% of probes in each area of concern will be sampled via 

laboratory analysislaboratory analysis.

A conference call with the EPA, DTSC, and RWQCB may also occur 
before performing laboratory analysis to confirm selection of laboratorybefore performing laboratory analysis to confirm selection of laboratory 
sampling locations.
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COMMENT (EPA)

It is unclear why Method TO-17 was proposed for VOC analysis when 
other potentially more sensitive methods exist (e.g., TO-15 Selected Ion 
Monitoring). 

RESPONSE

VOC analysis method has been revised from TO-17 to TO-15, eliminating 
laboratory data gaps and effectively minimizing tentatively-identified 

d SVOC l i ill b till f d b TO 17compounds.  SVOC analysis will be still performed by TO-17.
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COMMENT (EPA/CalRecycle)

The text and Figure 2 indicate that 12 locations in the western 
Panhandle Area are designated as background sampling probes for 
evaluating the contribution of Bay Mud, but these probes are in areas 
that have not yet been excavated so wastes may be present Pleasethat have not yet been excavated, so wastes may be present. Please 
change the background sampling locations to those located within the 
former Metal Slag Area excavation. 

RESPONSERESPONSE

The background locations have been moved to the former Metal Slag 
Area, within which borings have been previously installed that did not 
show presence of putrescible waste. If, during the course of probeshow presence of putrescible waste.  If, during the course of probe 
installation, any of these locations is shown to contain putrescible waste, 
that boring will not be included as a background location.  Conversely, if 
another boring location is shown to not contain waste during installation, 
that location will be reclassified as a Background soil gas probe locationthat location will be reclassified as a Background soil gas probe location.
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SCHEDULE

May 28 – June 26:  Soil gas probe installation, followed by real-time soil 
gas analysis after 48 hours equilibration

June 27 – July 16:  Radius of influence well/pressure probe installation

July 16 – August 12:  Soil gas probe sampling for laboratory analysis and 
simultaneous construction of soil vapor extraction system

August-November: Conduct radius of influence testing on installedAugust November:  Conduct radius of influence testing on installed 
wells/probes
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